ETIOLOGY AND OUTCOME OF STATUS EPILEPTICUS
The etiology and outcome of status epilepticus (SE) in 135 children (76 boys, 59 girls), ages 1 month to 15 years, admitted to Nemazee Hospital, Shiraz, Iran, between 1999 and 2004, were studied retrospectively, and outcomes were rated according to the Glasgow Outcome Score (GOS). The mean +/-SD age was 4.14+/-3.8 years; 44 (33%) were younger than 12 months, 29 (21%) were 1-3 years old, and 62 (46%) were older than 3 years. Prolonged febrile seizure was the etiology in 69 (51%); 57% of FS patients were <12 months old, 45% 1-3 years, and 50% >3 years. Idiopathic SE accounted for a total of 50 (37%) cases, and was associated with discontinuation of anticonvulsant drug in 38 (28% 
INFECTIOUS DISORDERS PCR IN DIAGNOSIS OF LYME NEUROBORRELIOSIS
A prospective study of 57 hospitalized patients with active neuroborreliosis (NB) and proved CSF antibodies was conducted using PCR for the detection of specific DNA in plasma, CSF and urine, at Faculty Hospital Bulovka; Charles University, Prague; and Hospital Nymburk, Czech Republic. Bannwarth's syndrome (lymphocytic meningoradiculitis) was present in 29 patients, acute meningoencephalitis in 5, subacute encephalitis in 3, meningitis in 6, polyneuritis in 9, and facial palsy in 5. Neurological abnormalities were mild in 25 (44%), moderate in 17 (30%), and severe in 15 (26%). Symptoms improved with antibiotic treatment in 84%, and the remainder improved after 3 months, with no relapses.
Before treatment, 36 (63.1%) patients tested PCR positive in all parallel specimens, 28 (49.1%) were positive in urine, 20 (35%) in CSF, and 16 (28%) in plasma. Immediately after treatment, 17 (30%) were positive in urine, 8 (14%) after 3 months, and 1 persisted positive after 6 months. The highest sensitivity of PCR was found in urine, and the lowest in plasma. 
